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Dear Members,

The trees are now turning and there are some
beautiful colours on show. | had a lovely visit to Ke
Gardens last weeg | will share it withmy photos
over the next 2 Newsletteg but to see the autumn :
colours was a joy. Do send me some photos of your§
trees over the next few weeks. Can anyone suggest
the best way to preserve autumn leaves for art
projects as | am currently feeling inspired?
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Val sentm her tips on growing cyclameymore
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bulbs ready for next year; the experts advise that
tulip bulbs should follow in November.

Reminder to everyone please that your membership__.
expires at the end of thismonth. Although we have
not been able to hold as many events this year as
previously, | hope that you have enjoyed the
newsletter (this is edition 27!) and the virtual Flower
Show. Please renew via Mary Lord:
marylord63@gmail.com

As usual, fgase send any news, ideasphotosto
me and | will try and keep producing a Newsletter
kateawilkinson@hotmail.co.uk

Best wishes,

Kate Anthony Wilkinsor{Chair)

MEMBERS GARDENS

This week | though | would share with you some of
my favourite photos from my recent visit to the Eden §
Project, which perhaps portray the variety of things
which can been enjoyed whilst there. | loved the
woodland sculpture (top photo) but also the
wonderful patterns within plants.
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The pond inside the Mediterranean biome was full of

Cape Pondweed (South African); this aquatic plant has
floating leaves on long stalks. The swesaitgnted edible
flowers are pickled or used in salads, soups and most

importantly in Cape stew!

| loved the colours of the Mediterranean flowers en
masse. The bougainvillea was wonderful.

PLANT FACTS : CXKENTIPS

Following the last Plant Facts on Cyclamen, Val
sent in her tips for longer lasting indoor
cyclamen:

Regarding indoor cyclamen, | have several
which flower yeaafter year- one of them is at
least 17 or 18 years old'hat one may not be
the oldest but I've lost count!'When the

flowers have gone (usually in May) | put them in
the shed and leave them alone for the
summer. On 1st September they come indoors
andsit on the kitchen windowsill for a few
weeks so | don't forget to water themThere

are buds on them now (mi@ctober) and when
the buds open out I'll start feeding them and
put them in the conservatory, which by that
time will be cooler than indoorsrzen on sunny
days. They'll stay there all winter and flower
nonstop till next May.Usually | let them down
by leaving them in the conservatory until the
weather gets too hot and they droop, but they
survive to bloom another year...
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KEW GARDENSONDON The gardens were first opened the public in 1840

when theywere transferredfrom the Crown to the
Sate. The Palm Housapenedin 1848 with the

LastChristmas my daughtgave me two tickets to Herbarium in 1853 anthe TemperateHouse in 189
KewGarden with a Springsit and afternoon tean (after 36 yearf constriction!).

mind. Finally we made it there last weekeh although
we missed the spring flowers, we did have the pleasur =
of the autumn leavesn amild, still day. 5.

Kew has also seexxcitement, with Suffragettes
attacking the glasshouses apdvilionin 1913 and then
vegetablesandmedicinalplants being growmno support
Kew Gardens dates back to the edr Century as  the war effot. In 1952 Crick & Watson discoeelrthe

aRoyal Palace, but today is a renownstlentific structureof DNA, @reakthroughthat underpins Ke@
institution for plant and fungal researctn 1759 current scientific research on getiediversityin plants
Princess Augusta, mother KfngGeorgelll, founded  fqjowed by the start of seed research in 196%d the

a 9-acre botanigarden TheGreat Pagodawasbuilt constructionof the Millennium SeedBankin 1997.The

in 1762. In 1768 Joseph Banks sent baekds tokew  pjjlionth seed was planted at the Seed Bank in 2007!
whilst on Captain Cookd voyage tdhe South Seas

and in 1772, Frane Masson, Ke@ first plant
collector,returned from South Africa with thousands
of plants.CapabilityBrown made his markn 1773
with the creation of the Hibow Walk

The Pmcess ofVales conservatory was added in 1987
and theJapanes&ateway gited bythe people of Japan
in 1911wasrestoredalongwith the Japanese gardeirs
1996.KewGardens wawfficiallyinscribedas a UNESCO
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World heritage site in 2003\fter 5 years ofestoration ~ Arboretummeansda placewith tree< in Latin and the

the Temperate House repenedin 2018alongwith Kew Arboretum also providessaientifictreasure trove
the Great Pagodand its80 restoreddragons Today for botanical and conservation researcilowing study
the Gardens offewoodland andakes;herbaceous from diseaseprevention through to deforestation.
borders and palms; liy ponds andonsaitrees;cacti

and research. Something for everyone! The Japanese Garderas one of my favourite areas,

tranquil, with beautifullymanicured grasandraked
gravelgardensalongsia the ChokushMon (Japanese
Gateway) given to Kew in 191The main entrance leads
into the Garden of Peacgbased on a traditional Japanese
tea garden with paths, stone lanterns and a dripping
water basin. In th&sardenof Activity, a slpe symbolises
elements of the natural world like waterfalls, mountains
and the sea, whilst raked gravel and large raggesent
the movementof water flowingandtumbling. The third
area is theGardenof Harmony Here Jpan@ mountain
regions aregepresentedby stonesand rock outcrops
interplantedwith shrubs,includingclipped lowlying
hedges oRhododendrorand Japanese Anemone.

TheArboretumat Kewstretches acros&/3 of the
Gardens, providing leafy shade in summer, wonderful
autumncolours a deep scent of pine and plenty of cones
There areoverthat 14,000trees, representingmore that
2,000speciesncluding are andancientvarieties There
are some tres whichareasold as aGardensand other
which are not found anywhere else Britain There are
giantRedwoodsyvith the tallest tree standingOm tall
(the height of a 13 story building). ThesstheJapanese
Pagoda Tree which dates back to thd' t&ntury, and of
course the mightyDaks with a chestnieaved oak
measuring over 30m tall and B0wide, anda curious
weeping beechThere argsirkgo trees(one of the oldest

species of tree whosleaveshave been fond alongside  The Japanese area was signed by Profukuhara ¢
dinosaurfossily and beautiful Acers Osaka University and laid out in 1996 following

restorationof the ChokushiMon. Ths is a near replica of
the Gate of Nishi hanji (Western Temple of the
Original Vow) in Kyoto, Japdhwas ceated for the
japanBritish Exhibition held athite City in London in
1910

The Japanese Gateway/isiilt in the architecturalstyle of
the late 16™ century Momoyama periowvith beautifully
carved wooden flowes, birdsand animalsadorning it
(photo below) The intricately carveganels depict an
ancientlegendabout the devotim of a pupil to his
master.

Having seemanyJapanese gardens dapan,l canvouch
that this one isa fair reflectionsetamongstthe greenery
of Kew.
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